	Wednesday, May 8, 2002
	Isaac, Son of Promise
	Genesis 15:1 – 17:27


EDEN 
Before the fall, Adam was to replenish the earth and subdue it for human use. God made a covenant with Adam and Eve which gave them dominion and the provision of all their needs, if they fulfilled the terms. The terms were do not eat of the tree of knowledge of good and evil. The agreement was clearly laid out, obey and have life, dominion and the unconditional provision of all your needs. Disobey and the results will be death, subjection and a struggle for your needs. In this covenant there was no middle ground between blessing and cursing. No place was allowed for repentance. They made the wrong choice.  
NOAH 
After the flood, God renewed His pledge of redemption for man. This was an everlasting blood covenant. There was an altar, a sacrifice and the shedding of blood. God pledged to Noah: Never again will the whole earth be destroyed by flood. There will always be seed time, harvest, day and night. Man was to have an increase of dominion over animals (this time dominion would be because of fear.) Animals would be allowed for food. The mark of the covenant would be God's bow in the sky. Noah's part (and his seed after him) was: Do not ingest blood, (the life of the flesh is in the blood) do not commit murder (this includes suicide, for man is made in the image of God). Have faith in the coming redeemer. Noah became a preacher of the righteousness, which is of faith. 2 Peter 2:5  
What promises were included in the covenant God made with Abraham? 

Here is a list:

1. A great nation was to come out of Abraham, namely, the nation of Israel (Genesis 12:2; 13:16; 15:5; 17:1-2, 7; 22:17b)

2. Abraham was promised a land -- specifically, the Land of Canaan (Genesis 12:1, 7; 13:14-15, 17; 15:17-21; 17:8). Later we learn that the privilege of Abraham's descendants, the Jewish people, for living in their land under God's blessing is conditioned upon their obedience (see, for example, Deuteronomy 28-29). But whether the Jews are physically residing inside or outside of the land, or whether anyone else may control it by conquest or any other means, the land belongs to the Jewish people by divine right.

3. Abraham himself was to be greatly blessed (12:2b; 15:6; 22:15-17a)

4. Abraham's name would be great (12:2c)

5. Abraham will be a blessing to others (12:2d)

6. Those who bless will be blessed (12:3a)

7. The one who curses will be cursed (12:3b) -- again and again this principle is operative in the prophets as they pronounce judgment on the nations surrounding Israel for the treatment of His chosen people.

8. In Abraham all the earth will ultimately be blessed, a promise of Gentile blessing (12:3c; 22:18)

9. Abraham would receive a son through his wife Sarah (15:1-4; 17:16-21)

10. His descendants would undergo the Egyptian bondage (15:13-14)

11. Other nations as well as Israel would come forth from Abraham (17:3-4, 6; the Arab states are some of these nations)

12. His name was to be changed from Abram to Abraham (17:5)

13. Sarai's name was to be changed to Sarah (17:15)

14. There was to be a token/sign of the covenant -- circumcision (17:9-14).
Read the Bible Text and answer the following questions.

1. What was Abram’s reaction to the promise of a son in 15:6?

2. Who is Hagar?  Who is her son?

3. Read Genesis 17:7-9.  Who was involved in the covenant?

4. What was the sign of the covenant?  

5. What was Abram’s reaction to the promise of a son in 17:17?  Why do you think it was different?







