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Genesis 11 closes with man once again in a state of spiritual decline. Because of his disobedience at Babel, mankind had been dispersed. The trend was downward, but a handful of people really tried to follow Him.  One of these was Abraham.  And God singled out this man who lived in Ur, a city of the Chaldeans (Babylonia). If Abram (his name would later be changed to Abraham) obeyed God, he would become the father of a nation that would be known as God's own people--a nation through whom all the earth would be blessed.   Through sharp testing and an incident that almost destroyed his family, Abraham remained faithful to God.


Genesis 12:1-3 records God's initial call to Abraham.

1 The Lord had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you. 

2 "I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, 
and you will be a blessing. 
3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you." 

4 So Abram left, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from Haran.
1. Review the definition of COVENANT from earlier lessons.  What is a covenant?

2. What was Abram’s part of the covenant?  What was first required to do?

3. Did Abram know where he was going?  If not, HOW did he get there?  And how did he know WHEN  he got there?

4. How difficult do you think it was for Abraham to do what God asked him?  Can you think of some of the things that Abram would have left behind or not had because he left?

5. What was the promise given by God in verse 7?  Why was this promise so “strange” for Abram to receive?

6. What did Noah and Abram have in common when they reached certain destinations?  Why did they do this? (Vs. 8)

7. Describe Sarah’s appearance.  Can you figure out her age from the following verses – 12:4, 17:17

8. Did Abraham lie when he said Sarah was his sister?  (see 20:12)  Explain.

ISRAEL’S CALLING (12:3)

The Lord’s promise to Abraham in 12:3 is the first imitation of a theme that comes to have great significance in the Old Testament:  God’s election of Israel for the purpose of being a blessing to the nations.  Because of God’s working in Israel – and ultimately in Israel’s Messiah – the people of the world would be drawn to God and His ways.  Israel’s calling is to become God’s servant through whom the world can come to know God correctly and enter into a saved relationship with Him.

ASK A PARENT:  Was Abraham a Jew?  Explain.

BONUS QUESTION:  About how far did Abram and his family travel to reach Canaan?







